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Celebrating 10 Years of Providing Scholarships to Artists
In May 2022, The Artis the Artist Foundation will celebrate 10
years of providing scholarships to young artists. All of our
recipients have shown heartfelt appreciation for the scholarships,
the exposure, and encouragement. They have considered these
investments in their artistry to be life changing.

Arlener Steels-Poydras,
Founder & Director

Follow us on social media!
@flashesinthefog

The artists served by our foundation are from all races, economic
backgrounds, religions, genders and cultures. However, they all
share the common traits of resilience, strength, talent, creativity,
and passion for art. Not all students are academic scholars,
athletes, or cheerleaders; some are creative artists that look at
the world through a different lens. They possess the unique ability
to artistically express deep feelings and concepts that cannot be
communicated with mere words. These abilities should be
cultivated and celebrated. Our foundation recognizes this and
seeks to nurture their talent and creativity through investments
into their future. In fact, we have set an aggressive goal to award
five $5,000 scholarships to young artists in 2022.
On behalf of the Artis the Artist Foundation's Board of Directors,
thank you for helping us build a solid history of supporting young
artists. With the worst of COVID-19 behind us, the Artis the Artist
Foundation is planning its annual Scholarship Event and Day Party
to celebrate our 10-year milestone. At this event, you will meet
the 2022 scholarship recipients and enjoy an art exhibit featuring
the works of various artists, live music, food, and fun. As a valued
donor and supporter of the foundation, please be on the lookout
to receive your personal invitation to this event. We look forward
to celebrating with you!
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MEET THE 2021 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
VISUAL ARTIST: CATHRYN BROXTON

”I was placed in Art Class while in
middle school. I had very little
interest in this subject at that time.
This was unfamiliar territory for me.
As the class went on, I began to
develop a liking for the class. I was
able to do well making A’s
throughout middle school. Once I
started high school, my creativity with
art became my way of expressing
myself and my life.

I began to love my creativity and love myself more. The art I created
was a reflection of my feelings. Art has impacted my life because it has
given me a safe place to express myself. My creativity makes me feel
proud. I am so happy that I have found what makes me happy and it
feels
good that I can do great things with my art. GOD has led me to
f
create beautiful art. I have the opportunity to share my art with family
and friends by giving away some art pieces as birthday gifts and for
other celebrations. I can’t wait to learn more and do more in order to
make a difference.”
Cathryn will be attending The University of Texas at Arlington.

VISUAL ARTIST: VY DANG

“For many kids and fellow artists
my age, anime was the gateway
into my journey as an artist. Seeing
the gorgeous artwork come to life
on screen was more than enough
motivation for me to try to
replicate it, to see if I could do
something similar, if not better
than what I saw on the internet.
For many years, I drew exclusively
anime. However, I have since
expanded my horizons as I
continued to develop and nurture
my artistic skills while also carrying
what I learned from drawing
anime into my future works.

I have explored various mediums, thanks to
the help of my art instructor, such as: carving
rubber and wooden slabs and stamping
them, painting with oils, water color, acrylics,
graphite, charcoal, colored pencils, oil
pastels, and much, much more. Most of my
works, through thematic, tend to center
around people as a continuous effort to
balance realism with my own stylization as
well as to please myself, as I consider people
a major part of my own values on aesthetics.
Artists all around the world have their own
reasons as to why they are an artist. My
reason for being an artist is simple: I can
create things that please me without having
to rely on others to do it for me. I am an
artist for my own viewing pleasure. I strive to
create art that I can be proud of. Being an
artist allows me to continually work to create
an ever-growing catalogue of artwork that I
can proudly look upon and think of as
beautiful.”
Vy will be attending The University of Texas
at Arlington.

MEET THE 2021 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
PERFORMING ARTIST: CHLOE WILLIAMS
“In middle school, I did a presentation about myself
and what I loved. On one of the slides, I said that I was
a thespian. Everyone looked at me like I said
something unbelievable. I explained that a thespian is
a person who loves theatre. Ever since I was a child, I
wanted to make people laugh and smile. In other
words, I wanted to be an entertainer, whether it was a
rockstar or dressing up as silly characters. I would sing,
dance and put on shows by my fireplace. Theatre was
what shaped me into who I am today. Then, when I
went to 5th grade, I noticed a poster on the wall that
said, “Come join Drama Club." I didn't know what the
club would be about, but I was interested. I went to the club after school and a
woman named Mrs. Cockrum would change my life forever. "Anne Jr." was my first
show. I played Ms. Hannigan, the villain of the musical. When I was on stage
making people laugh, I realized that I wanted to be an actress. Ever since then, I
have never left the stage. Joining the Drama Club was the best thing that ever
happened to me. I grew more confident every time I stepped on a stage. I have
made myself a better leader. I would also say that it has made me think more of
others rather than just worrying about myself. Without discovering theatre, I
wouldn’t be the outspoken person that I am today. I am glad that I am a thespian,
because I do really appreciate theatre and everything it has done for me."
Chloe will be attending Texas State University.

Chloe performing "Many Reasons"
by Lady Gaga.

PERFORMING ARTIST: MARLEENA GARRIS

“”I cannot express enough how glad I am to share with you what being an artist means to me. In 2018, I was
selected as a recipient of the Artis the Artist Foundation scholarship, and at the time, Mrs. Poydras expressed
to me that there had not been any previous applicants that were in theatre. She was very kind in getting to
know me and what theatre arts meant to me in not only my own self-expression, but also in the pursuit of
telling stories on stage that would impact others for a lifetime. It’s 2021!
We have been sitting through a pandemic age of communicating through screens and not being able to hug
our loved ones. People are split apart. I believe that now, the theatre industry and the arts have been under
crisis because it is HARD to do what we do. People don’t outright support what we do! You see it now with the
shutdown and very labored re-opening of Broadway today, and that’s a larger institution. It takes guts to say
that you want to create for the rest of your life, and it takes even more when the very medium by which we
create is shut down. So what do we do? We adapt. My university has created an atmosphere where we were
able to put on shows during a pandemic, despite despair and the many social issues threatening to tear this
world apart. When things started to be suffocating, I know our company found hope through our ability as
artists.

MARLEENA GARRIS (CONT'D.)
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Above: Marleena performing in
"Merry Wives."
Previous page: Marleena performing
in "A Christmas Carol."

#NTXGIVINGDAY 2021
NORTH TEXAS GIVING DAY, THE NATION'S LARGEST
ONLINE GIVING EVENT, WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 23, 2021!

SAVE THE DATE!
EVERY Gift
matters.
HOW TO GIVE:
Visit: www.northtexasgivingday.org
Type: "Artis the Artist Foundation" in the search bar.

